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“Honor your father and mother, that you may have a long, good life in the land your God will give you.”  Exodus 20:12
Bible Verse for Week #21

Life Application notes

1. This is the fifth of the Ten Commandments.  The first four concern our relationship with God; the last six, our relationships with others.  Note that the first of these dealing with relationships focuses on the home: where we live out our relationship with God.  If we truly love God, we will love others, especially our parents.  Ho do you honor God in your home?

2. Someone has written that these are Ten Commandments, not suggestions.  In other words, these are God’s orders for how we are to live – He expects us to obey them.  It’s easy to rationalize our sinful behavior.  We might think, if you knew my parents, you’d understand why I don’t want anything to do with them! Or, Of course I reacted that way to my mother.  Who wouldn’t after what she said to me?  Or, Why should I be loving to my father, he’s never been loving to me!  But God has commanded that we honor our parents, and there is no excuse for disobeying God.  Don’t make excuses, follow God’s orders.
3. This commandment emphasizes the importance of families and the responsibility of parents.  In fact, it is the first commandment with a promise: long life.  “Family” was God’s idea - He created it as the basic unit of society, as a place where children are protected, nurtured, taught, and loved.  Today families are under attack:  Parents desert or divorce, others abuse, children rebel, and governments try to assume the parenting role.  Stand against this anti-family tide.  Make your family a place where God is esteemed, parents are honored and children are wanted and cared for – and where there is love!
4. “In Paul’s review of this commandments and his discussion of the family in Ephesians 6:1-4, he states that children are to obey their parents.  That’s part of what it means to honor them.  But there is an exception to obeying:  Children should not obey parents who tell them to disobey God.  In addition, obeying parents has a limited application in time:  Children are obligated to obey as long as they are children and live in their parents’ home, under their authority.  Honoring, however, has no such limits – children are to honor heir parents for life.  Honoring means treating our parents with courtesy ad respect, recognizing their special role in our lives.
5. Too often parents take a casual, almost flippant, attitude toward their parenting role.  But God takes is seriously.  In fact, there’s no more important task in the world than rearing children.  This is especially true for Christian parents who should model what it means to put God first and strive to lead children to Christ.  If you are a parent, what can you do to be a better example for your children?  If you are not yet a parent, what can you do to prepare for that awesome responsibility and to encourage parents who are struggling?

6. Every year we set aside two special days to honor parents – Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.  It’s good to take time to celebrate our moms and dads, but honoring our parents should not be limited to two days a year.  Instead, every day should be a day for honoring mothers and fathers.  What can you do to honor you father and mother today?
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